Why are dogs interplanetary heroes?
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It is a well-known fact that, up until a few thousand years ago, dogs lived happily in the wild. Now, however, they inhabit the homes of millions of families, and in Russia are celebrated as heroes, the pioneers for human kind and adored darlings of the motherland. So what has caused this change?
Historians think the main reason is that Russian dogs simply became the first Earthborn creatures in outer space. This is because Russian scientists had nothing to use except some poor, unwanted stray dogs picked up from the streets of Moscow, with no loving owner.  Once they had been caught, their journey to becoming heroes began.  
Unfortunately, technology was limited, (the first dog was sent into space in 1957) this meant that the dogs were at risk of perishing during their voyage.  Laika, the first dog in space,  not only made it into Earth’s orbit, but also died within hours from overheating and panic. Immediately, she became the symbol of ultimate patriotic sacrifice, paving the way for human space travel. 
Once Belka and Strelka returned alive from their 18 orbits around the world (in 1960), space dogs became the Russian’s idols  because their faces appeared on the front of toys, sweet wrappers, plates and badges, which  enabled them to become part of the Russian psyche. It was this ability to quickly become part of Russian space history that has led to people celebrating these dogs as heroes.

So that is why , if you look carefully at the night sky, you may see an astronaut flying to the moon, but none of this would be possible without a pack of unwanted dogs almost 60 years ago.
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