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How Neil Armstrong became a hero
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It is a well-known fact that, up until 1969, people only dreamed of flying to the moon. Now, however, lunar landing is an accepted reality, and across the world astronauts are celebrated as the pioneers for human kind’s intergalactic travel. So, how did the first man on the moon, Neil Armstrong, come to cause this change and become a hero?
It is believed that one of the main reasons Neil Armstrong became the first astronaut to set foot on the moon is because of his early childhood experiences. Quite simply, he took his first aeroplane flight at 6 years of age and loved it. Though so young, he had had his first call to adventure. This early exposure to flight, encouraged him to work towards his flying licence which he successfully achieved by 16.  Once at college, he was asked to fly planes in the Korean war.  
Unfortunately, technology was limited at this time, (he became an astronaut in 1962) this meant that the humans were at risk of perishing during their voyages in space.  Vladimir Komorav, a Russian astronaut,  not only made it into Earth’s orbit, but also died on re-entry to the Earth’s atmosphere when his parachute failed to open. Immediately, all astronauts became the symbol of ultimate sacrifice, paving the way for human space travel. 
Once Neil Armostrong returned alive from his Apollo 11 mission to the moon (in 1969), he became a household hero  because of all the television and radio coverage. This  enabled astronauts to become part of the American psyche. It was this ability to transform into space history that has led to people celebrating the life of Neil Armstrong as a hero.

So that is why , if you look carefully at the night sky, you may see an astronaut flying to the moon, but none of this would be possible without the  lives of unwanted dogs almost 60 years ago.
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